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1. Introduction 
 

– Discussion 

 

In Korea, the aging problem has become a big and urgent issue to solve these days.  According to the 

National Statistics Office, in 2000, those over the age of 65 composed 7.2% of the population, and those 

numbers have increased to around 10.3% as of July 1, 2008. In 2018, they will reach 14.3%, and Korea 

will become an ‘aging society.’ In 2026, it is expected that the numbers will rise to 20.8%, and we will 

become an ‘advanced age society’. (National Statistical Office in Korea, 2008) 

The problem of aging populations isn't a common situation worldwide, but it influences nations, local 

societies, and individuals both directly and indirectly. It is rapidly becoming a bigger and more serious 

problem.. To address this, societies and nations are requiring political approaches to find solutions now. 

In truth, the senescent in our present society experience a loss of physical, mental and cognitive 

functions due to being older and at once experience various difficulties socially and financially after 

retiring from their official position in society. In particular, due to the industrialization, urbanization, and 

modernization that have occurred over the past 40 years throughout the length and breadth of society, the 

older person's role and situation within the family structure has changed. In addition to the development 

of medical techniques, it has not only caused an extension of the average lifespan but also an increase of 

older people with chronic diseases. As a result, children who are in charge of caring for their elderly 

parents naturally leave them behind, and the possibility of ‘aged abuse’ in which children or others 

threaten them physically or mentally, has increased. (In-soo Lee, Yong-hwan Lee, 2000) 

In the past, sustaining the elderly was like an informal contract among generations, and this informal 

contract came from communal norms related to close familial relationships and the roles of parents, 

children, and relatives. However, the modern family is no longer well-prepared as a source of 

maintenance of the elderly due to industrialization and changes in demography. (Fred C. Pampel, 2000) 

Also, since females have entered into the workforce, modern society has developed a problem sustaining 

the aged. For these reasons abuse of the aged has increased as well, and it is becoming a social problem. 

Also, through the mass media such as newspapers and broadcasts, we can recognize how serious these are. 

 

 

 

 



- Purpose of study 

 

Through rapid industrialization and the steady increase in nuclear families, people have become more 

individualistic and self-centered, so those old people, who frequently cannot get economical benefits, are 

not being honored as in previous times and are often abused. This abuse is recognized socially as a private 

matter within the family, so the nation and individuals have to try to find a positive breakthrough. 

(Byung-Jun Kim, 2004) 

In this study, the status and causes of abuse of the aged Korea were considered in detail. A particular 

focus was how much their lack of economic strength impacts the abuse of the aged compared to other 

factors. 

 

2. Status of aged abuse in Korea1 
 

– Annual number of cases declared 

 For the past year, the cases declared in the aged care organization totaled 4,730 and increased 18.4% 

over 2006. 

 In examples of actual abuse, the increase was 1.7% over 2006. 

 

[Table 1] Annual number of cases declared 

  Year 

Section 
2005 2006 2007 

Increase       Decrease 

‘05-‘06 ‘06-‘07 

Abuse cases 
2,038 2,274 2,312 

 11.6  1.7 
57.4% 56.9% 48.9% 

General cases 
1,511 1,722 2,418 

 14.0  4.04 
42.6% 43.1% 51.1% 

Total 
3,549 3,996 4,730 

 12.6  18.4 
100% 100% 100% 

data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 

 

- Abuse cases 

 These are divided into singular abuse and duplicate abuse. 

 In singular abuse, it appears in the order of Psychological abuse (46.7%), neglect (37.7%), and 

financial abuse (7.4%). 

 

                                            
1 source: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 



[Figure 1] Singular abuse type 
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data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 

 

 In duplicate abuse, it appears in the order of Psychological abuse (41.4%), neglect (24.7%), and 

physical abuse (19.4%). 

 

[Figure 2] Duplicate abuse type 
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data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 

 
 



3. Status of the abused elderly person (AEP) and the abuser (A)2 

 

- The abused elderly person (AEP) and sex of abuser (A) 

 The number of female cases are higher than twice the number of male cases. 

 The number of male abusers is higher than twice the number of female abusers. 

  

[Table 2] The abused elderly person (AEP) and sex of abuser (A) 

Section Males Females Total 

AEP 
737 1,575 2,312 

31.9% 68.1% 100% 

A 
1,777 859 2,636 

67.4% 32.6% 100% 

data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 

 

- Relation between the A and the AEP 

 Among the entire number of A (2,636), sons were highest (53.1%, 1,399) followed by daughters in-

law (12.4%, 328) and daughters (11.9%, 315). 

 As can be seen in the figure below, in most families, abuse of the aged occurs. 

 Because the abuse of the aged within families tends to be covered up, people have lower recognition 

compared to actual example cases, and it cannot be caught well. 

 

[Figure 3] Relation between the A and the AEP (unit: %)
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data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 
                                            
2 source: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 



- The AEP and A's education levels 

 Uneducated people were the highest and most were little educated. 

 This means the lower their education level, the higher their level of danger of being abused. 

 In the A's case, most of them have a high level of education. 

 

[Table 3] The AEP and A's education levels 

Section Grasp (persons) 
Not  

grasp 

(persons) 

Total 

AEP 

illiterate 

Finished 

primary 

school 

Finished 

middle 

school 

Finished 

high 

school 

Finished 

university 
Subtotal 

977 627 176 145 83 2,008 
304 2,312 

48.7% 31.2% 8.8% 7.2% 4.1% 100% 

A 
138 355 462 872 476 2,303 

333 2,636 
6.0% 15.4% 20.1% 37.9% 20.7% 100% 

data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 

 

- The AEP and A's standards of living 

 In case of the AEP, there are many in the middle class, but the majority are in the lower class. 

 The standard of living of A’s is middle classes 58.4%. (1,481), lower classes 28.7% (729), and welfare 

recipients 8.1% (206). 

 The AEP and the standards of living of the As are in poor circumstances now. 

  

[Table 4] The AEP and A's standards of living 

Section 

Grasp (persons) Not  

grasp 

(persons) 

Total Welfare 

recipients 

Lower 

classes 

Middle 

classes 

Higher 

classes 
Subtotal 

AEP 
474 837 946 17 2,274 

38 2,312 
20.8% 36.8% 41.6% 0.7% 100% 

A 
206 729 1,481 122 2,538 

98 2,636 
8.1% 28.7% 58.4% 4.8% 100% 

data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 

 

 

 

 

 



- Job types of AEP’s and A’s 

 Most of the AEP’s don't have their own jobs. 

 It is expected that they have financial difficulty. 

 

[Table 5] Job types of AEP’s and A’s 

Section Number of AEP’s Rate of AEP’s Number of A’s Rate of A’s 

Unemployed 2,100 90.8% 1,071 40.6% 

General 

administrator 
5 0.2% 60 2.3% 

Government 

official 
1 - 73 2.8% 

Professional 2 0.1% 90 3.4% 

Semi-professional 1 - 34 1.3% 

service diller 20 0.9% 247 9.4% 

Farming, fishing, 

and livestock 

breeding 

industry 

68 2.9% 118 4.5% 

Technical service 6 0.3% 120 4.6% 

Simple labor 46 2.0% 285 10.8% 

Private business 19 0.8% 222 8.4% 

Other 44 1.9% 218 8.3% 

White-collar 0 0 81 3.1% 

Student 0 0 17 0.6% 

Total 2,312 100% 2,636 100% 

data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- Health of AEP’s 

 The majority are not healthy. 

 Due to medical fees, they tend to have financial difficulties. 

 According to the statistical data on the aged in 2008 concerning the most difficult problems that old 

people have, males pointed out ‘financial problems’ (40.7%), and females pointed out ‘health (physical) 

problems’ (47.9%). 

 

[Table 6] Health of the AEP 

Section 

Grasp (persons) 

Not grasp 

(persons) 
Total 

Very 

good 

health 

Good 

health 

Normal 

health 

Bad 

health 

Very bad 

health 
Subtotal 

Persons 
24 262 786 955 238 2,265 

47 2,312 
1.1% 11.6% 34.7% 42.2% 10.5% 100% 

data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Causes of abuse 
 

- The mechanisms of abuse of the elderly in Korea 

 Abuse of the elderly occurs dependent subsistence by a vicious circle of poverty, sacrificial circulation 

of complicated family relations, insufficient measures for the elderly, and lack of policies and support 

systems. (Won-Chul Lee, 2006) 

 Old people in Korea have a natural expectancy that their children will care for them. Often they don't 

prepare for old age properly and turn over all their property to their children, so it can cause financial 

problems. 

 



[Figure 4] Mechanisms of the abuse of the elderly in Korea 

data: Won-Chul Lee(2006). A Study of Elder Abuse in Korea: Focus on the social welfare programs 

dealing with elder abuse. 

 

- The relationship between old people’s economic power and the abuse done to them 

 In the study of Sung-Hoi Choi on abuse of old people, the relationship between old people’s economic 

power and abuse done to them was explored. The result of the study shows there is a meaningful 

relationship between economic power of the elderly and all the types of abuse. Verification of each type 

of abuse shows that old people’s economic power is a factor that divides them into abuse sufferers and  

others. It means that the weaker their economic power, the more old people would experience all types of 

abuse. Also, 35 out of 46 persons (77.78%) who suffered economic abuse answered that the number of 

economical abuse instances increased compared to the situation before the IMF time. “When I had money, 

they took it away from me” was the most frequently-heard response at 33.33%, and “Sons and daughters 

did not give me money or just gave me a little money” was second at 20.00%. These statistics show that 

difficult economic conditions are one reason of the increased abuse frequency after the IMF time. 

 

 



- The relationship between the assett status of AEP and the type of abuse 

 In the study by Gong-Jin, Jung (1999) on the actual conditions of abuse of the old, there was a 

significantly meaningful relation between the status of assets of the old and four types of abuse. It was 

shown that the rate of abuse of the old whose assetts are under 5 million won is much higher than others. 

It can be also said that, because the old who have economic power have influence and power over 

families, they were not abused. 

 

[Table 7] The relationship between the status of assetts of AEP and the type of abuse 

Assetts status 

Type of Abuse 

Mental abuse Economic abuse Linguistic abuse Bullying 

Experie

nced 

(Yes) 

Experie

nced 

(No) 

Experie

nced 

(Yes) 

Experie

nced 

(No) 

Experie

nced 

(Yes) 

Experie

nced 

(No) 

Experie

nced 

(Yes) 

Experi

enced 

(No) 

Under 5 

million won 
57.59 13.39 46.88 24.11 53.57 17.41 54.46 16.52 

under 10 

million won 
8.48 4.91 8.48 4.91 8.93 4.46 7.14 6.25 

under 20 

million won 
3.57 3.57 3.13 4.02 4.02 3.13 2.68 4.46 

under 50 

million won 
0.45 1.34 0.00 1.79 0.45 1.34 0.89 0.89 

under 100 

million won 
0.89 1.34 0.45 1.79 0.89 1.34 0.89 1.34 

over 100 

million won 
2.23 2.23 2.23 2.23 2.23 2.23 2.68 1.79 

Subtotal 73.21 26.79 61.16 38.84 70.09 29.91 68.75 31.25 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 

data: Kong-Jin Jeong(1999). A Study on Elder Abuse in Korean - Focus on Chon-Buk Area -, 

Rearrangement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- Causes of abuse doer 

 In their causes, all of barriers to their personality, economic burdens to sustain sufferers and financial-

dependent have high rate in order. 

 It is judged that although, barriers to their personality is the highest, economic burdens to sustain 

sufferers and financial-dependent come from financial difficulties as well. 

 

[Table 8] Causes of abuse doer 

Section Number of Cases Rate 

Barriers to their personality 1,426 39.7% 

Physical diseases and disorders 70 2.0% 

Mental diseases and disorders 144 4.0% 

Financial dependency 368 10.3% 

Alcohol and drug abuse 287 8.0% 

Unemployment 121 3.4% 

Economic burden of  

caring for sufferers 
967 26.9% 

Marital troubles 206 5.7% 

Total 3,589 100% 

data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 

 

- Cause of family, environment 

 

[Table 9] Cause of family environment 

Section Number of cases Rate 

AEP-A conflict 1,721 51.1% 

Conflict between family 

members 

(sons and daughters, brothers 

and sisters, other relatives) 

1,249 37.1% 

Family financial difficulties 397 11.8% 

Total 3,367 100% 

data: Ministry of Health & Welfare and Family, Korea Elder Protection Agency(2008) 

 

 

 

 



5. Conclusion 

 

 Due to the small amount of data available from previous studies, I studied this through a related study, 

related literature, and internet sources. I found that the elderly’s economic power was the biggest factor 

related to their abuse.. The biggest reason for children to abuse their old parents is because of financial 

difficulties directly related to education level, the standard of living, and job type. In most of middle-class 

cases and among the unemployed, abuse occurred a lot. 

In addition to these, Jae-ki Jeong (2007) noted that, 'in case that only in Korea, the children live 

separately in the world, the parent's incomes and visit times of their children have intimate relations' and 

'If their income is higher by at least 1%, the meeting times with their children increases as much again as 

in former times'. Also, people tend to think that if their parents lose economic strengths, they don't 

deserve to live any more. Certainly, in overseas immigration society, immoral things have happened 

before such as children deserting their old parents to die in another country. At this point when most 

people prioritize their economic power, we can find the fundamental cause of abuse of the elderly stems 

from their loss of economic strength. 
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