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INTRODUCTION 

 

In recent years foreign residents have been rapidly increasing in Korea, which has been a 

racially homogeneous nation for a long while, largely due to the increase of foreign workers 

and international marriages. Since the inauguration of the matchmaking program between 

Korean farming bachelors and foreign women in 1995, international marriages between the 

Korean men and foreign women have greatly increased, reaching to 38,491 couples of 

marriage in 2007. Among 225,873 couples of total international marriages between the years 

of 2000 and 2007, 72.5 percent (163,663 cases) of them were made between Korean men and 

foreign women.  

Even though the total number of international marriage is bigger in urban cities, its ratio to 

total marriages is much bigger in the agricultural sector. Around 40 percent of Korean farming 

bachelors marry foreign women, notably from Southeast Asian countries, in 2007. In relation 

with the nationality of immigrant brides, the Chinese (mainly Korean Chinese) occupy the 

largest portion by recording 49.8 percent, followed by 22.7 percent and 6.2 percent of 

Vietnamese and Cambodian nationalities respectively. The average age gap between Korean 

husbands and immigrant brides was 11.3 years, much higher than that of Korean couples.  

Meanwhile, it is certain that international marriages will continuously increase in Korea, 

taking into account the current socio-demographic circumstances of low fertility, sex ratio 
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imbalance in the agricultural sector, and the Korean women’s unwillingness to marry farming 

bachelors. But despite the increasing numbers of international marriages, Korean people’s 

deep-rooted respect for racial homogeneity and prejudices towards foreigners or mixed bloods 

have not been changed so much (Goh S., 2008: 26). Accordingly, even some international 

organizations, such as Amnesty International (2006), recommend Korea to be more 

open-minded and impartial towards immigrant workers or brides.  

In the meantime, under this closed nature of Korean society, many immigrant brides are 

being excluded from normal social and individual lives in Korea. Many of them are suffering 

from discrimination and cultural maladjustment, and therefore fail to adapt themselves to the 

Korean society. Consequently, establishing foreigners-friendly multicultural environment and 

paying further attentions to the early adaptation of immigrant brides to the Korean society are 

truly needed to facilitate the inclusion of immigrant brides into the mainstream of Korean 

culture and society.  

It is of course that the Korean government has undertaken diverse measures to tackle the 

problems with which immigrant brides are confronted in Korea. A variety of educational 

programs are being under enforcement with the aim of supporting the early adaptation of 

immigrant brides to the Korean society. Some financial aides and welfare services are 

provided to them. In the local government level, many community programs are under 

implementation to help the assimilation of immigrant brides to local communities. Immigrant 

brides’ children are usually treated more carefully in schools. 

But notwithstanding these doubled governmental efforts, many immigrant brides are 

suffering from great difficulties in adapting themselves to the Korean society. In particular, 

Korean farming communities show stronger tendency of cultural closure and the lack of 

educational and convenient facilities, compared to urban cities. Even though not a few 

programs are introduced to make the immigrant brides in the agricultural sector enable to 

adapt to their residing communities, many of them fail to achieve targeted goals, largely due 

to the inadequacy, overlapping, and irrelevance of policies or programs. Local governments 

fail to grasp the needs of immigrant brides and consequently many of public programs, 

targeting the immigrant brides in the farming communities, became irrelevant and wasteful.  

Against these backdrops, this paper aims to assess the current situation and service needs of 

immigrant brides and then suggests the policies to tackle the problems with which immigrant 

brides are confronted in their settled agricultural communities. For the aim, this paper, firstly, 
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examine the features of international marriage in Korea and the general government policies 

targeting to support immigrant brides. In the next part this paper conducts an empirical 

research on the current living conditions of immigrant brides and the assessment of their 

needs for government policies through the survey research and interviewing, targeting the 

immigrant brides in agricultural communities. Finally, this paper draws conclusions by 

recommending policy responses to satisfy the needs of immigrant brides.                           

                       

COMPOSITION OF IMMIGRANT BRIDES AND SUPPORTING PROGRAMS 

 

As of 2007, the number of international marriages was 38,491 cases, increasing more than 

three times of 12,319 cases in 2000. Amongst total international marriages, the matchmaking 

between Korean men and foreign women was 29,149 cases. But in recent two years the total 

number of international marriage has been slightly decreasing, mainly because of the stronger 

government regulation on the activities of professional international matchmakers. Table 1 

shows the general trend of international marriages from 2000 and onwards.  

 
Table 1 Trends in international marriage (case and percent)  

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Total marriages 
(A) 334,030 320,063 306,573 304,932 310,944 316,375 332,752 345,592 

International 
marriages (B) 12,319 15,234 15,913 25,658 35,447 43,121 39,690 38,491 

 B/A (%) 3.7 4.8 5.2 8.4 11.4 13.6 11.9 11.1 

 Increasing rate 16.5 23.7 4.5 61.2 38.2 21.6 -8.0 -3.0 

Korean men + 
Foreign women 7,304 10,006 11,017 19,214 25,594 31,180 30,208 29,140 

 Increasing rate 26.5 37.0 10.1 74.4 33.2 21.8 -3.1 -3.5 
Korean women + 
foreign women 5,015 5,228 4,896 6,444 9,853 11,941 9,482 9,351 

 Increasing rate 4.6 4.2 -6.4 31.6 52.9 21.2 -20.6 -1.4 
Source: Korea National Statistical Office (2008) 
 

In 2007 the number of international marriage between Korean men and foreign women was 

29,140 cases. While the international marriage between Korean men and Vietnamese women 

was decreased 34.7 percent, Cambodian brides was increased more than 3.5 times in 2007. By 
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the nationality of immigrant brides, Chinese nationality occupies the largest portion (49.8 

percent of total international marriages between Korean men and foreign women) and 

Vietnamese and Cambodian nationalities followed by recording 22.7 percent and 6.2 percent 

respectively. With regard to the motivation of immigrant brides to marry Korean men, 

Japanese brides mainly marry by religious reason, whereas immigrant brides from China and 

Southeast Asian countries are motivated by economic reason. Table 2 shows the changes in 

the composition of nationality of immigrant brides.  

 
Table 2 Comparison of the nationality of immigrant brides (case and percent) 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
 

Composi
-tion 

Increasing 
rate 

Total 7,304 10,006 11,017 19,214 25,594 31,180 30,208 29,140 100.0 -3.5 

 China 3,586 7,001 7,041 13,373 18,527 20,635 14,608 14,526 49.8 -0.6 

 Vietnam 95 134 476 1,403 2,462 5,822 10,131 6,611 22.7 -34.7 

 Cambodia - - - 19 72 157 394 1,804 6.2 357.9 

 Japan 1,131 976 959 1,242 1,224 1,255 1,484 1,665 5.7 12.2 

 Philippine
s 1,358 510 850 944 964 997 1,157 1,531 5.3 32.3 

 Mongolia 77 118 195 318 504 561 594 745 2.6 25.4 

 Thailand 270 185 330 346 326 270 273 531 1.8 94.5 

 USA 235 265 267 323 344 285 334 377 1.3 12.9 

 Others 552 817 899 1,246 1,171 1,198 1,233 1,350 4.6 9.5 

Source: Korea National Statistical Office (2008) 
 
On the percentage of farming bachelors marrying immigrant brides, among 7,930 cases of 

total marriages of farming bachelors in 2007, 40 percent (3,172 cases) was matched with 

immigrant brides. By nationality of the immigrant brides marrying farming bachelors, 

Vietnamese brides are consistently in a top band, whilst the increasing rate of Cambodian 

brides is worthy of close attention in recent years. Even though Chinese (mainly Korean 

Chinese) brides occupy the largest portion of international marriage, they usually prefer to 

marry urban bachelors, as they can command Korean language quite fluently and are more 

accustomed to the Korean style lives. Figure 1 compares the number of immigrant brides who 

have married farming bachelors by their nationalities.  
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Figure 1 Nationality of immigrant brides who married Korean farming bachelors 

 
Meanwhile, as is shown in Table 3, the age gap between Korean husbands and immigrant 

brides was 11.3 years in 2007, much higher than the 2.4 years of Korean couples. It is of 

course that the big age gap of international couples produces many problems in the aspects of 

communication and mutual understanding between Korean husbands and immigrant brides. 

 
Table 3 Age gap between Korean husbands and immigrant brides (years) 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Korean male +  
foreign female 

6.7 7.4 7.8 8.2 8.3 9.1 11.5 11.3 

Korean female + 
foreign male 

6.5 6.5 5.2 4.1 3.1 2.7 4.1 4.2 

Korean male + 
Korean female 

2.7 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.5 2.4 2.4 

Source: Korea National Statistical Office (2008) 

 
In the meantime, with the growing numbers of immigrant brides, the Korean government 

offers diverse kinds of programs to support the early adaptation of immigrant brides to their 

settled communities. The government establishes ‘multicultural family supporting centre’ in 

more than 80 local communities to provide immigrant brides with more comprehensive 

supporting services. Immigrant brides are supported systemically following the stages ranging 

from marriage preparation to capability strengthening. 

At the stage of marriage preparation, the government spurs the supervision over 

international matchmakers, which had been jumbled up close tighter, by making them 

formally register, in order to prevent the possible damages unauthorized matchmakers 
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produce. Also, the government provides brides-to-be with information on Korean culture and 

society in advance and runs ‘call centres’ to give consultations on the matters of international 

marriages. Marriage preparatory educations are also given to international couples. 

The second stage is to form the family relationship between immigrant brides and their 

Korean family members. At this earlier stage the central and local governments actively 

intervene to help the adaptation of immigrant brides, by providing them with Korean language 

education, pregnancy and childbirth support, comprehensive information on Korean lives, 

crisis management, and family integration education. At this stage ‘multicultural family 

supporting centres’ carries out diverse sorts of educational programs, through various methods 

of gathering, visit, on-line and broadcasting. The government also publishes quarterly 

‘Rainbow’, a multi-linguistic tabloid newspaper conveying the information on Korean society 

and lives. Emergency call system (number 1366) and exclusive arbours are under operation to 

protect immigrant brides from domestic violence and to give them a proper consultation. 

Nursing services and child-care education programs are provided at the stage of children 

bringing up and settlement. The provision of diverse vocational education is also made at this 

stage, in order to strengthen the job-seeking capability of immigrant brides. Currently, the 

government subsidises farming technology education, employment education and computer 

related education.  

The final stage to support immigrant brides is to strengthen and consolidate their general 

capabilities. For this, the government examines the aptitude of immigrant brides and suggests 

appropriate occupational types for them. The linkage system connecting the immigrant brides 

seeking jobs and employers is also under operation. Moreover, for the cultural integration of 

immigrant brides to the Korean society, the government manages a multiplicity of 

assimilation programs, such as self-help meetings of multicultural families, learning Korean 

culture, and making Korean foods.                            

Of course these diverse programs are not managed by a single department. In the central 

government level, many relevant departments are engaged in the support of immigrant brides 

(see Table 4), even sometimes making the government programs segmented and inefficient.  
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Table 4 Governmental supporting programs for immigrant brides and their family  

Competent government  
departments 

Supporting programs 

Supreme Prosecutors’  
Office 

▪ Controlling the illegality of international matchmakers 
▪ Firm regulation on human trafficking  

Ministry of Justice ▪ Mitigating the burden of proof for the imputation of marriage break off  
▪ Easing the naturalisation of divorced immigrant brides  
▪ Standardising the issuance process of marriage visa 

Ministry of Gender  
Equality 

▪ Dispatching the public officials charging international marriage  
(Vietnam and Philippines) 
▪ Providing information on international marriage and Korean lives  
▪ Establishing the supporting system for the victims of domestic  

violence 
▪ Supporting the adaptation and settlement to Korean lives  
▪ Operation of multicultural family supporting centres 
▪ Establishing the infrastructure of volunteering 
▪ Improving the general consciousness on international marriage 

Ministry of Health,  
Welfare and Family  
Affairs 

▪ Providing welfare services and consultation  
▪ Supporting basic livelihood and health promotion  
▪ supporting childbirth and child nursing 

Ministry of Education,  
Science and Technology 

▪ Establishing the multicultural educational system 
▪ Strengthening educational programs for multicultural family children  

Ministry of Labour ▪ Job consultation  
▪ Assisting job-seeking activities and supporting job training programs   

Ministry of Culture,  
Sports and Tourism 

▪ Fostering multicultural atmosphere in local communities 
▪ Supporting the experiences programs of Korean culture  
▪ Subsidising multicultural festivals 

Ministry of Knowledge  
Economy 

▪ Developing IT-based Korean language and culture textbooks 

Ministry of Foreign  
Affairs and Trade 

▪ Establishing the cooperation system between Korea and immigrant  
brides’ mother countries   

 
Source: adapted from the Ministry of Gender Equality (2006) 

 
The following summarise the contents of governmental support for the easier adaptation of 

immigrant brides to Korean society and lives (Won S., 2008: 536): supervision of illegal 

international matchmaking, protection from domestic violence, support for the early 

adaptation and settlement, support for the educational adaptation of multicultural families’ 

children, furtherance of stable living conditions, strengthening vocational education and 

support for job-seeking activities, improvement of social recognition on immigrant brides, 

and promoting reciprocal cultural assimilation of multicultural families. Table 5 enumerates 
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the specific programs that local governments are implementing, by their purposes.   

 
Table 5 Classification of the local programs for immigrant brides by their purposes 

Purposes Specified local programs 

Adaptation to Korean lives and  
understanding of Korean culture 

▪ Korean language education 
▪ Korean cuisine education 
▪ Taking field trips of cultural heritages  
▪ Experience of traditional Korean culture 
▪ Education of living etiquette   

Improvement of family relations ▪ Consultation on family matters  
▪ Education of conjugal relations 
▪ Education of family relations 

Formation of social networks ▪ Mentoring program 
▪ Regular gathering of immigrant brides   

Supporting the visit of immigrant 
brides’ maiden home 

▪ Subsidising the visit of immigrant brides’ home countries  

Promotion of social welfare ▪ Education of pregnancy, childbirth and maternity protection  
▪ Health examination 
▪ Displacement of home helpers and postpartum care helpers 
▪ Psychological treatment  
▪ Urgent livelihood support  

Consultation  ▪ General consultation 
▪ Pro bono legal services 

Vocational education and  
supporting job-seeking activities 

▪ Vocational education 
▪ Facilitating job-seeking activities 

General education ▪ Computer education 
▪ Lectures on culture and artistic topics  
▪ Education of immigrant brides’ children  

Consolation, entertainment  
and others 

▪ Amusements, sports games, rallies to strengthen the unity,  
birthday parties etc. 
▪ Cuisine and exhibition   
▪ Housing environment improvement 

Source: adapted from Kim H. (2007: 64)  

            

INVESTIGATION INTO THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF IMMIGRANT BRIDES  

AND THE ASSESSMENT OF THEIR NEEDS 

 
Methodology and survey research 

 
This paper aims to examine the current living conditions of the immigrant brides in the 
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agricultural sector and to find out their needs for policy responses. For those aims, this paper 

conducted survey research as one of main research methods. Unstructured focused interview 

was conducted to supplement the missing points of survey research. Survey research was 

made between 5 September and 30 September 2008, targeting 95 samples of the immigrant 

brides living in the agricultural sectors of Gyeongsangbuk Do, Korea. 

Survey respondents’ socio-economic statuses are mentioned in Table 6. The average age of 

respondent immigrant brides is 31 years old. 26.3 percent of respondents reside in small urban 

town, while 73.7 percent of respondents live in traditional agricultural counties. By nationality, 

Vietnamese brides occupy the largest potion, recording 46.3 percent of total respondents. 

Japanese and Chinese brides show the same portion of 20.0 percent respectively. With regard 

to religion, 35.8 percent was non-religious, followed by Buddhism 31.6 percent, Unification 

Church (Tong-il gyo) 23.3 percent, Christian 6.3 percent, Catholic 2.1 percent, and Islam 1.1 

percent. On educational background, under elementary school was 11.6 percent whereas 

middle school graduate and high school graduate were 37.9 percent respectively. Only 12.6 

percent of respondents were graduated from junior colleges or universities.  

Husbands’ average age is 41.9 years and 10.9 years older than immigrant brides. Modal 

frequency of husbands’ educational background is 66.3 percent of high school graduate. 

University graduates are just 3.2 percent. With regard to husbands’ occupation, 78.4 percent 

of them engage in agriculture or simple working.  

In relation with the motivation immigrant brides marry Korean husbands, 35.8 percent of 

respondents came to Korea in order to live in economically more opulent country, while 27.4 

percent marry Korean husbands to give economic support to the remained family members in 

maiden homes. Thus, an absolute majority of immigrant brides married Korean husbands by 

economic motivation. Religious motivation explains 24.2 percent of respondents (mainly 

Japanese brides), whilst only 6.3 percent of respondents were married by reason of love 

emotion. Table 6 shows the socio-economic statuses of responding immigrant brides. 

 
Table 6 Socio-economic statuses of respondents 

Variables Classification Frequency 
(%) 

Variable Classification Frequency 
(%) 

Age 20-29 years 
30-39 years 
40 and more 

53 (55.8) 
25 (26.3) 
17 (17.9) 

Husbands’ 
age 

30-39 years 
40-49 years 
50 and more 

26 (28.9) 
58 (64.4) 
6 (6.7) 

9 

 



Residential 
area 

Urban town 
Rural county 

25 (26.3) 
70 (73.7) 

Husbands’ 
educational 
background 

Elementary 
Middle school 
High school 

College 
University 

2 (2.2) 
17 (18.3) 
63 (67.7) 
8 (8.6) 
3 (3.2) 

Native 
nationality 

 

China (including 
Korean Chinese) 

Vietnam 
Philippines 

Japan 
Others  

19 (20.0) 
 

44 (46.3) 
5 (5.3) 

19 (20.0) 
8 (8.5) 

Husbands’ 
occupation 

Farmer 
Professional 
White-collar 

Service 
Production 

Simple labour 
Others  

66 (71.0) 
2 (2.2) 
3 (3.2) 
4 (4.2) 
4 (4.2) 
8 (8.4) 
6 (6.4) 

Educational 
background 

 

No education 
Elementary 

Middle school 
High school 

College 
University 

2 (2.1) 
9 (9.5) 

36 (37.9) 
36 (37.9) 

6 (6.3) 
6 (6.3) 

Religion Buddhism 
Christian 
Catholic 

UC 
Islam 

No religion 

30 (31.6) 
6 (6.3) 
2 (2.1) 

22 (23.2) 
1 (1.1) 

34 (35.8) 

 

 

Living conditions of immigrant brides 

 
This paper examined the economic lives, child nursing, making use of spare time, social 

network, and life satisfaction of immigrant brides as the variables to measure their current 

living conditions. With regard to the economic lives of immigrant brides, 64.2 percent of 

respondents evaluate their current economic conditions as in a usual standard, whereas 17.9 

percent feel they are poor. When comparing the economic lives in Korea with those in their 

maiden home, 45.3 percent of respondents feel similarly. 28.4 percent of respondents feel 

their economic lives are slightly upgraded in Korea. Thus, most of immigrant brides are not 

satisfied with their economic conditions in Korea.  

The average monthly income of immigrant brides’ Korean family is less than 1.5 million 

Korean Won, and many are even under 1 million Won. According to the Ministry of Health, 

Welfare and Family Affairs, 52.9 percent of immigrant brides are under absolute poverty. Kim 

H. (2007) alleges that the earned family income of immigrant brides occupies just 63.7 

percent of total incomes. 36.3 percent of total family income is compensated by transfer 

income and government subsidy etc.(refer to table 7). Making things worse, the average total 

earned income of 945.450 Won is the sum of 415,677 Won of immigrant brides’ income and 

529,773 Won of husbands’ income. Therefore, many of immigrant brides are searching jobs in 

order to breakthrough their economic poverty, even though their efforts of job-seeking 
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become nothing in many cases, because of their lack of linguistic capability and limited job 

offers for foreign women.   

 
Table 7 Composition of family income of immigrant brides 

 Income amount (Korean Won) Component ratio (%) 

Earned income 945,450 63.7 

Transfer income 13,563 0.9 

Government subsidy 7,555 0.5 

Subsidy from relatives 6,008 0.4 

Capital income 24,894 1.7 

Social insurance benefits 15,156 1.0 

The others 470,758 31.7 

Total income 1,483,384 99.9 

Source: adapted from Kim H. (2007: 23) 

 

Immigrant brides are also experiencing severe conflicts in relation with their Korean family 

members, including husbands. According to survey result, poor communication between 

immigrant brides and their family members is one of key reasons of family conflicts (17.9 

percent of respondents). Cultural and value differences (16.8%) and dissimilarity in character 

(10.5%) occupy next rankings. Frequently immigrant brides are disappointed by realising that 

Korean husbands cheated them in terms of property, income, occupation, and health status. It 

is of course that these kinds of cheating behaviours become one of reasons that produce the 

fierce conflict between immigrant brides and Korean husbands. Furthermore, the continuation 

of these conflicts frequently leads to broken marriages. Divorce cases of immigrant brides 

were increased from 401 in 2002 to 5,794 in 2007, more than 14 times (National Statistical 

Office, 2008). 

 
Child nursing is another hard task that immigrant brides should burden. In the survey of this 

paper, 86.2 percent of respondents have children and most of them are directly responsible for 

childcare. On linguistic matter, 37.9 percent of immigrant brides use only Korean language in 

communicating with their children, but 35.8 percent of them have difficulties in commanding 

Korean language and therefore use both of Korean and their native languages while 

communicating with their children. When children go to schools, immigrant brides experience 
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serious difficulties because of their incapability of helping children’s homework (23.8 

percent), big burden of private educational expenses (20.6 percent), and their poor 

commandment of Korean language (14.3 percent). The reasons why immigrant brides cannot 

help their children’s homework are mainly in their ignorance on the contents of Korean 

textbooks (47.6 percent) and their bad command of Korean language (42.9 percent).  

Accordingly, many of immigrant brides’ children suffer from discrimination, learning 

disability, maladjustment, and school dropping out. In order to cope with these kinds of child 

nursing problems, the government has introduced diverse programs, such as Korean language 

teaching classes, after schooling, and multicultural education for school teachers and the 

general public. Table 8 shows the child nursing situation of immigrant brides.  

 
Table 8 Child nursing situation of immigrant brides (person, percent) 

Preschooler  School children 

Immigrant brides 
and their family 

members 

55 (77.5) Immigrant brides 
and their family 

members 

11 (52.4) 

Pre-kindergarten 
children houses 

14 (19.7) After-school 
program  

4 (19.0)  

kindergartens 2 (2.8) Private academy 6 (28.6) 

Total  71 (100.0) Total 21 (100.0) 

 

With regard to spending free time and social networks, immigrant brides waste free time 

mainly by watching TV at home (77.2 percent) and spend time with their family members. 

Immigrant brides’ satisfaction with their patterns of spending leisure time is generally low, as 

is shown in the third column of Table 9. The reasons are mainly attributed to financial 

difficulty (31.6 percent), lack of leisure facilities (28.9 percent), linguistic problem (21.1 

percent), and insufficient time (15.8 percent).   

 
Table 9 Immigrant brides’ patterns of spending leisure time (person, percent) 

Spending leisure time Leisure time partner Satisfaction with  
leisure life 

Causes of 
dissatisfaction 

Watching 
TV 

72 
(77.4) 

Alone 20 
(21.7) 

Very 
satisfied 

2 
(2.1) 

Financial 
difficulty 

12 
(31.6) 

Reading 
books 

8 
(8.6) 

Husband 15 
(16.3) 

Satisfied 12 
(12.8) 

Lack of 
leisure 

facilities 

11 
(28.9) 

Going to 3 Children 47 So-so 44 Linguistic 8 
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cinema (3.2) (51.1) (46.8) problem (21.1) 
Taking a 

walk 
3 

(3.2) 
Friends 10 

(10.9) 
Dissatisfied 34 

(36.2) 
Insufficient 

time 
6 

(15.8) 
Others 7 

(7.5) 
  Very 

dissatisfied 
2 

(2.1) 
Others 1 

(2.6) 
Total 93 

(100.0) 
Total 92 

(100.0) 
Total 94 

(100.0) 
Total 38 

(100.0) 
 

The scope of immigrant brides’ social networks is very narrow and their association is 

usually confined to other immigrant brides who mainly came from the same country. 

According to the survey of this paper, 55.3 percent of respondents regularly associate with 

other immigrant brides. They meet once or twice per month (88.7 percent of respondents). But 

the majority of immigrant brides do not attend to religious organizations or women’s 

community clubs (64.9 percent of no participation). Even though the government promotes 

the participation of immigrant brides in community activities and supports their making of 

social networks, immigrant brides are usually passive in engaging in community affairs and 

establishing their social networks, mainly owing to the opposition of family members, 

linguistic problems, and racial discrimination. Table 10 shows the social participation and 

association of immigrant brides.  

 
Table 10 Social network and association of immigrant brides (person, percent) 

Regular meeting with other  
immigrant brides 

Frequency of meeting Attendance to religious 
organisations or women’s 

community clubs 
Regular meeting   

52 (55.3) 
Once or twice per month 

45 (88.2) 
Attending 
33 (35.1) 

No regular meeting  
42 (44.7) 

Once or twice per two or  
three months  4 (7.8) 

No attending 
61 (64.9) 

Others 2 (3.9) 

Total  94 (100.0) Total  51 (100.0) Total  94 (100.0) 

 

Immigrant brides’ needs for social services 

 
Immigrant brides are usually unfamiliar with the Korean social and economic systems and 

accordingly they have diverse urgent needs that government policies should fulfil. But many 

of immigrant brides lack of information on government policies or programs. According to 

the survey result of this paper, most immigrant brides are ignorant of even the existence itself 

of the specially-provided policies or programs for them. Among the questionnaires on their 
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knowledge of government programs, the highest percent of positive answer was on their 

acquaintance on the existence of the public health centre program for the support of 

pregnancy and childbirth (But only 30.6 percent of respondents know about the existence of 

the program). As is shown in Table 11, although not a few government programs are under 

operation, their existences are largely unknown to immigrant brides. 

 
Table 11 Immigrant brides’ knowledge on social welfare services (percent, percent) 

Public heath centre program for the support of  
pregnancy and childbirth 

76 (30.6) 

Government subsidy of child care grant for the poor 52 (21.0) 

Government support of living cost and medical  
expenses for the poor 

30(12.1) 

Emergency call service for women (1366) 28 (11.3) 

Local governments’ provision of service information 27 (10.9) 

Police station’s protection of domestic violence 23 (9.3) 

Government support for job-seeking 12 (4.8) 

Total 248 (100.0) 

 

On the programs in which immigrant brides have participated, Korean language education 

program recorded the highest frequency of response (36.6 percent), followed by Korean 

cuisine learning program (21.5 percent) and Korean culture and history program (18.3 

percent). The participation in other programs, such as consultation programs, computer 

related programs and job training programs, is not so activated (refer to Table 12).  

 
Table 12 Immigrant brides’ participation in education or consultation programs 

Programs Frequency (%) 

Korean language education 70 (36.6) 

Korean cuisine learning program 41 (21.5) 

Korean culture and history 35 (18.3) 

Computer and information education 16 (8.4) 

Family relationship consultation 15 (7.9) 

Domestic violence consultation 9 (4.7) 

Vocational education and job training 5 (2.6) 

Total 191 (100.0) 
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Among the programs immigrant brides have participated, Korean language education is 

evaluated as the most useful program for immigrant brides, recording 93.1 percent of the first 

choice of response. Korean cuisine learning program is also positively evaluated by 

immigrant brides because of its practicability (57.1 percent). But immigrant brides’ evaluation 

on the usefulness of consultation programs and vocational education is generally stingy (see 

Figure 2).     

 
Figure 2 Response to the usefulness of the government programs targeting immigrant brides 
 

Meanwhile, on the questions about their needs on educational or social services, the most 

urgent programs for immigrant brides are Korean language related services, such as Korean 

language education (4.61 by Likert 5 points scale) and telephone interpretation service (4.20). 

The needs for Korean cuisine learning program (4.31) and computer/information education 

(4.06) are also quite high. Figure 3 illustrates the needs of immigrant brides for educational or 

social services by Likert 5 points scale.   
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Figure 3 Immigrant brides’ needs for educational or social services by Likert 5 points scale 

 

POLICY RESPONSES TO THE SOCIAL NEEDS OF IMMIGRANT BRIDES 

 
This paper has examined the current situation of immigrant brides’ social and marriage lives 

in their settled communities through the survey research, targeting the immigrant brides in the 

agriculture sector of Gyeongsangbuk Do. Immigrant brides’ needs for educational or social   

services have been also explored.  

In general, immigrant brides are confronted with diverse kinds of problems in terms of their 

marriage lives, child nursing, leisure time spending, and social networks. They are 

economically deprived and socially excluded. Immigrant brides are usually ignorant of 

Korean culture and family system and thus are experiencing conflicts with Korean family 

members. Their lacks of capacity to fluently command Korean language produces serious 

problems in nursing their children and communication with family members. Immigrant 

brides are huddled against the active participation in community lives and accordingly their 

social networks are very narrow. Even though not a few gratuitous educational programs are 

being provided to immigrant brides, most of them lack of information on those programs.   

With regard to the needs of immigrant brides for educational or social services, they have 

strong demand for the programs of Korean language education, Korean cuisine learning, 

language interpretation service, and information education. The needs for vocational 

education, job training, Korean culture and history, and medical consultation are also quite 
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high, recording higher than 3.50 by Likert 5 points scale.  

 
Of course the Korean government takes diverse measures, in both levels of central and local 

governments, to tackle these miserable situations of the immigrant brides in the agricultural 

sector and to satisfy their individual and social needs. Nevertheless, the current government 

policies or programs to facilitate the adaptation of immigrant brides to their local settled 

communities are criticised by their inadequacy, inefficiency, segmentation, and irrelevance. 

Lack of the linkage and proper coordination between government departments and between 

central and local governments are frequently pointed out. There is also no systemic 

arrangement between public and private sectors in supporting the adaptation of immigrant 

brides. Thus, the following policy responses should be undertaken to tackle the problems with 

which immigrant brides are confronted in their local settled communities and to satisfy their 

unfulfilled social and individual needs.  

 

▪ Policy management system  

- Establishing the local governance system  

- Clear role setting between government departments, between central and local 

governments, and between public and private sectors 

- Encouraging the participation of the private sector 

- Reframing the role of multi-cultural family support centre 

- Providing objective information on the Korean society and Korean husbands in the 

early stage 

- Reinforcing the supervision of professional international matchmakers 

- Stepping up the administrative cooperation with immigrant brides’ home countries 

- Arranging the segregated and fragmented government programs 

- Consolidating public relations activities on educational programs 

- Carrying out periodical needs assessment and reflecting them in the process of 

designing educational programs 

- Undertaking periodical evaluation of government-sponsored educational programs  

- Establishing the mentoring system  

 
▪  Program contents 

- Differentiating programs by the linguistic capability, ages, and marital period of 

17 

 



18 

 

immigrant brides 

- Developing the specified educational programs for the immigrant brides in the 

agricultural sector (i.e. farming technology) 

- Developing specified after-school programs for the children of immigrant brides 

- Activating the family programs targeting all family members, including immigrant 

brides, Korean husbands, and Korean parents-in-law 

- Reinforcing the integrative educational programs binding together language, cuisine, 

culture, and vocational education 

- Providing conjugal relations clinic  

- Increasing the educational programs for the support of everyday lives (such as using 

hospital, government office, and convenient facilities) 
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