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This study aims to conduct theoretical review on their pension development and reforms after 1990s with the argument of ‘pension politics’, and explain other possible theoretical approaches to complement political-institutional approaches. In western countries, the argument of pension politics based on new institutional approach has dominated in this research area with concepts of policy legacy, path dependence, veto point, blame avoidance and so on. They also have been frequently employed for research on East Asia welfare/pension development. The research reviews the argument theoretically and challenges them in terms of 1) their vagueness as a theory; 2) the doubtfulness on the concept of path-dependence; 3) the danger to fall into ‘institutional determinism’; 4) the overlook on newly emerging actors and non-decision makers. Subsequently, pension development and reforms in three countries will be explained for figuring out merits and demerits of the argument. In order to overcome the limitations of pension politics, structural arguments including socio-economic factors and business structure and power, which have been ‘taken-for-granted’ or assumed to be identical among countries in prior studies, will be examined. Finally, implications of structural approaches on explaining the pension development will be suggested for further studies. Instead of discarding the pension politic argument, this study proposes the integrated model with political institutional approaches and structural accounts in the context of globalisation and post-industrialisation. 
