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Welfare Development in East Asia: Studies and Findings
Affluent publications on East Asian welfare systems have occurred in the past decade, regarded by international community of social welfare as an important field of comparative social policy. However, those studies seem quite diversified in their research purposes and approaches. This paper would like to have an overview on the major findings we have reached in the past and therefore to propose what we may do in the future. Briefly there are three groups of studies on East Asian welfare. The first group based on case experiences, talking about social policy issues and debates in single countries and providing much more detailed understanding of welfare in national context. The second group almost follows Gosta Esping-Andersen’s concept of welfare regimes, to see whether East Asia as a particular regime differing from social democracy, conservative and liberal, no matter based on conceptual construction or empirical analysis. The answer so far is disputed on whether there is a single welfare model in East Asian economies, especially if we look at East Asian welfare in development. The following question concerns with, and therefore the third group, determining factors behind welfare development in this region, linking to interweaving structural forces of capitalism (and globalization), democratization (and social movement), and welfare systems.
