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Abstract

Among East Asian countries, South Korea displayed the most significant modification and extension of its state welfare system post the Asian financial crisis. Naturally, there has been various attempts to evaluate and examine the nature of these changes, and also predict the future direction of the South Korean welfare state. One group of academics assessed these changes to be a meaningful sign of advancement towards a more western style of welfare state, while another group evaluated it to be very limited one. This paper will advocate the perspective that South Korea is rapidly approaching a comprehensive welfare state by examining the institutional design of the Korean welfare state arrangements, particularly focusing on the ‘integrated’ social insurance system . In addition, this article will examine both the positive and negative impacts of post-industrialization and post-democratisation in the course of establishing the modern welfare state in South Korea. Finally, this article will cast serious doubts on the conventional argument that East Asian countries strongly share common traits in their welfare provision system and can be classified as a single welfare state model.

