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This paper will compare the development of old age income protection system in Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore. In particular, this paper will examine and explain the divergence of old age provision systems in these three areas since the 1980s.

These three Chinese societies have many similarities in terms of social, economic, and cultural backgrounds. They are all small islands; all depend heavily on world trade for economy; and all share a faith of Confucianism and a strong adherence to familism. However, they have adopted different approaches in response to population aging. Since the 1980s, Taiwan has largely expanded its tax-funded old age allowance. At the same time, Hong Kong has created a privatized old age income protection system; while Singapore introduced its new regulations to reinforce intergenerational family support. 

This paper argues that only the state-centred approach can explain the differences in the development of old age protection systems in these three areas. Since the 1980s, the states in Taiwan and Hong Kong have lost their autonomy in policy making due to political reforms. The states could no longer maintain their preference for family cohesion and have to introduce new old age benefits to secure their political support. Singapore, on the other hand, remains a one-party state, and thus the government has been able to keep reinforcing the family obligations of taking care of older people as its policies.

The development of old age income protection systems in these three areas also challenges the path-dependency theory. Since the 1980s, they all departed from their original approached of old age income protection. Therefore, in addition to providing an in-depth analysis of old age income protection systems in these Asian areas, this paper will also contribute to discussion of welfare state theories.

