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Abstract

A considerable amount of studies including my works have been focusing Japanese type of welfare state to clarify its characters compared to the Western counterpart. 
Through such intensive researches, many interesting points are revealed. For example, Japan’s type can be classified as a hybrid model of the conservative and liberal welfare state or can be grouped into the same type of Southern European nations. The latter fact-finding may be of interest not only for Westerners but also for the Asian academics, because it will give us another understanding of the development in this area.

Furthermore, the understanding that Japan is a Workfare regime will give us the   critical perspective to the ongoing welfare reform in Japan, especially in the field of the social assistance schemes. Of course we must be aware of the different meaning and implications which this word ‘workfare’ has in different countries. 

The paper consists of three parts. First, Similarity and difference between the Southern European and Japanese welfare states are examined and implications of which are mentioned. With this approach, it is expected to get a consistent picture of the future trajectories.

Second, the change and reform in the 1990’s, which are called ‘the last and lost decade’  in Japan, are reviewed focusing the social Assistance schemes.
Third, the attempt to strengthen the workfare is examined with the critical perspective. The point is as follows. As social assistance schemes in Japan have excluded the workable applicants very strictly, the policy to boost the work incentive of beneficiaries is ineffective and fruitless. 

