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Abstract
The policy of community care has been put into practice for more than a decade in Taiwan. This research deals with these especially on domiciliary care service (DCS) in almost the nationwide (except two metropolitan cities) in Taiwan. The database of this research consists of replies from 28542 elderly people who were living alone in Taiwan to answer questions about the need and use of the DCS in 2000. The relationship between need and use of the DCS, and the differences between these periods amongst elderly people living alone will be revealed. Although there were some limitation in the survey by phones, the paper seeks to analyse the use of domiciliary care services (DCSs) amongst elderly living alone in Taiwan. More specifically, it addresses the influence of an elderly person’s personal characteristics on the use of the service among those elderly people living alone from time to time. In addition, some differences in mean need and use of DCS between different basic characteristics of respondents will be evident in this research. Moreover, based on the logistic regression analyses, it may reveal the existence and the change of a substitute effect or a supplementary effect between the formal sector and the informal sector in terms of DCS in Taiwan.
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