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In the field of welfare state studies in East Asia, Orientalist approach is dominant and Esping-Andersen's regime theory has a strong influence as well.  Accordingly not a few people think that Japan and Korea belong to the same welfare state regime.  However, they are dissimilar in the history and social structures.  For example, the family and kinship structures, economic organizations and political systems are considerably different in the two countries.  Moreover, their social policy orientations were opposite in the 1990s.  Although Japan adopted a retrenchment policy then, Korea adopted an expansion policy because the Korean Welfare State took off at that time.  Orientalist approach should come to an end.

Another implication of the formation of Korean welfare state is that it made clear that international situation is an important factor for welfare state building.  The convergence theory put emphasis on the economic development, the demographic structure and the age of the social security scheme.  Recent path dependent theory has regarded the each country's social structure and history as important.  However, they are common in emphasizing the domestic factors.  On the contrary, East Asian experiences showed that the dates of the takeoff of the welfare state and the international context at that time were decisive for the subsequent welfare state building.

It is said that European welfare states were the product of 'Embedded Liberalism'.  Japanese welfare state was born in the worldwide stagflation of the 1970s.  So Japan experienced the formation and the crisis of the welfare state at the same time and it characterized the present system of welfare.  Korean welfare state emerged in the age of global capitalism.  As a result, it was shaped by the co-occurrence of Welfare and Workfare.  In a sense，the Korean Welfare State Controversy stems from such fact.  International circumstances that each welfare state confronted characterized the three worlds of welfare capitalism, that is, Europe, Japan and Korea.

