<<ABSTRACT>>

 

Cleavage of 3-Dimensional Welfare Status and Possibility of Pro-Welfare Alliance: Swedish Experience and Korean Experiment 

Dr. Sang-Hoon Ahn (Professor, Seoul National University) 

This study starts with the notion of non-class political cleavages that is now much discussed in the contemporary social sciences. Theoretical framework of the study is a model of tri-dimensional welfare statuses with which we can more precisely explore complexity of welfare politics. Statistically tested by structural equations modeling technique, the tri-dimensional model of welfare politics is proved useful to be applied to explaining the welfare politics of Korea as well as Sweden.  

On the basis of the empirical findings, the study then moves its lenses onto the question of if Korean welfare politics of DJ government were successful or not. In so doing, Swedish experience is used as a benchmark case. 

In conclusion, the study shows why Korean welfare politics of DJ government era is to be a ‘failure case’ while Swedish pro-welfare politics is conspicuously a ‘success case.’ The study suggests that success of pro-welfare politics or possibility of sustainable pro-welfare political alliance is dependent on whether pro-welfare policy elites of a country have political sensitivity or not.
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