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ABSTRACT

Highlighting the differential impact of further economic liberalization (under globalizing forces) on local labor market and the local state’s steering capacity for the Social, the new relationship between the occupational mobility and the rigidity of social welfare will be examined. Since the 1990s, there is concern that globalization would undermine the fiscal basis of the nation state, as economic liberalization forces deeply shape the transformation in labor and commodity markets, resulting in reducing the protection for labors in a highly volatile (mobile labor) market regime on the one hand, and the revenue generation of nation state, on the other. Will these global forces reduce the capability, and/or the political will, for the Pacific-Asian states and societies to re-inventing (or the de-development-cum-consolidation) their social security system with a new set of (sub-classes of) social citizenship?

Due to the differential exposure to global production/trade system, the Pacific-Asian states’ responses to their social development in a globalizing world have been much influenced by local, regional and global forces. This paper attempts to pinpoint the specificity of social security (de-)development, welfare reform, labor market restructuring and the new sub-classes of social citizenship, under economic globalization in the Pacific-Asian societies. After an introduction on economic liberalization and regionalization processes, and the welfare reform in a globalizing world, it examines the social security issues (family, labor market restructuring and the state’s social welfare) in the Pacific-Asian societies, focusing on the interfacing between external and internal forces, normative and policy discursive arguments for and against the social security reform and the redefinition of social (sub-)citizenship. 
