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Throughout the history of more than 50 years, Education Policy on Korean minority schools has formed several styles from assimilation policy to closure. This paper aims to examine what sort of impact Education Policy gives Korean ethnic schools in Japan in current situation, especially pro-North Korean schools with a status as non-Ichijōkō 一条校. When ethnic schools in Japan is examined, the discussion of being Ichijōkō always follows, and it is possible to say that whether or not the school is given this status being brings great amount of differences towards schools. For example, at present, three out of four pro-South Korean schools have the equal status as private schools in Japan, and thus they have totally different surroundings in comparison to pro-North Korean schools. As a result of being a non-Ichijōkō, pro-North Korean schools face several disadvantage situations constantly. For example, until very recently, students graduated from pro-north Korean high school were not allowed to apply for an entrance examination to Japanese national universities. And financially, they have always struggled as Japanese government do not give the school any financial support. 
There seems to be a huge conflict between Japanese government and pro-North Korean schools in terms of the reason why the school should be regarded as Ichijōkō and why they should not. In this paper, I hope to establish possible reasons why pro-North Korean schools are located in the current situation by examining historical events, and current affairs that might have affected to this situation. This paper also introduces current pro-North Korean teachers’ point of views on this matter, who I interviewed during my fieldwork in Japan. 
