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The Arguments for Doing Comparative Studies

This talk will explore the case for comparative studies by evaluating arguments for and against this approach. It will suggest the there is a need to be careful about any simple rationale for comparative work as 'lesson drawing'. Often those lessons are negative and often the best case to be made for this work is that we learn to understand our own systems better by thinking about them in terms of the way they compare with others. It will argue that the comparative modelling, as in regime theory, can be useful in giving shape to comparisons but it can develop into a rather meaningless academic game of arguments about competing models if it is not seen as
aiming to assist explanation. It will suggest some ways forward for comparative work in the future.

