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Abstract:

    Five years have elapsed since the Long-term Care Insurance (LTCI) scheme was launched in Japan in April 2000. In accordance with an article of the LTCI Law, the Government carried out a comprehensive review of this scheme during the fiscal year 2004. A bill to make a partial amendment to the LTCI Law was introduced in the Diet in February 2005

    The purpose of this paper is to analyse the background and the contents of this reform, to assess its likely impacts on the development of long-term care services in Japan and to discuss its significance with regard to the restructuring of the Japanese welfare state.

    First, this paper examines the achievements and problems of the LTCI scheme by taking into account continuities and changes in the system of delivery of long-term care services before and after the implementation of the LTCI scheme.

    Second, after describing the outline of the reform bill of the LTCI Law, it analyses the factors that had rendered this reform markedly ‘prevention’-centred and had forced the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare to abandon its original plan to reduce the lower age limit of the insured.

    Third, this paper analyses the probable consequences of the implementation of this planned reform by focusing particularly on the following: the development of a new upgraded system of service provision, the issue of the effectiveness of a ‘prevention’-centred approach, restraints on the use of nursing home care and the reestablishment of the role of local governments in the management of long-term care services.

     Finally, it discusses the significance of this reform with regard to the restructuring of the Japanese welfare state in the areas of health and pension insurance schemes.

