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Globalization is a central concept in this paper but it is important to note that 'globalization' is a highly contested term. Some scholars believe one could obtain a better understanding of contemporary society only when we analyzed the impact of globalization processes; while others reject such a thesis by criticizing the overstatement of global impacts on social, economic, cultural and political developments. Despite the disagreements and diverse interpretations of globalization impacts on contemporary society, no one can deny that there has been a growing literature in globalization discourse while many others have examined how globalization processes have affected public policy formulation and modern governance. This paper sets out in this wider public policy context to examine changing education governance in East Asia, with particular reference to examine how and what strategies that governments of Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore and South Korea have adopted in reforming their higher education systems in response to the globalization challenges. The major findings of this paper reflect that modern states in East Asia, despite being affected by globalization forces, can still maintain a certain level of autonomy in higher education governance. The East Asian tiger states may tactically make use of the globalization discourse to justify their local reform agendas or legitimate their inaction in other instances. State capacity may not necessarily be weakened but the roles of the state have changes, reconfigured and reconstituted in coping with globalization challenges.

