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This paper focuses on how care services for older people can be and in Japan actually are socialised by recent policy reforms. The ‘socialisation of care’ pauses an interesting question on changes in the balance of responsibilities between welfare states and older people and their families for providing care, particularly in East Asian countries where the family, more precisely female family members, have ‘traditionally’ been considered as the main provider for the care provision. 

Japan seems to be a good example, as with the implementation of the Long Term Care Insurance (LTCI) Act in 2000, it has become the first country in Asia whose government bears an essential part of the responsibility for the care provision of its older citizens. Considering that the main reason for the delay in the development of long-term care services in Japan was an assumption underlying social policies that the family should bear full responsibility for care of it older members, the enactment of the LTCI Act, which particularly clearly addresses the promotion of ‘socialisation of care work’, is a starting point for re-structuring Japanese Social Welfare System.

This paper explores closely how care services has been institutionalised by the LTCI Act, and by doing so, reconsiders the concept of care for older people. It discusses the way the LTCI Act separates services assisting with domestic tasks from care services, and evaluates two types of services differently. This study identifies strong demands for services assisting with domestic tasks. However, domestic tasks are non-qualificationalised and less highly regarded than care services by the LTCI Act. In addition, the reform of the LTCI Act includes cutting down of service provision for domestic tasks. 
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