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(Abstract)

This paper studies the policy changes of Hong Kong in both social security and public health care since 1997. First, the basic philosophy for social security and public health care as well as the current demands in social security and public health will be reviewed. Second, the current policies of these services will be described. Third, the advantages and disadvantages of these new policies will be discussed. The author points out that current policy are able to meet the urgent need of control public expenditures on the one hand; but on the other hand they changed the philosophy of providing these services and the relationships of services providers with service receivers. The services are changed from being universal and comprehensive to highly selected and targeted people. How to balance the responsibility of the government and the individual, and the adaptability of the individual will be discussed in detail.
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