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Abstract
I am studying issues and problems about the health and social care of aboriginal adults in Taiwan and this presentation will introduce the study and then focus on methodological issues of research. 
The life history of Aborigines can be traced back 5,000 years in Taiwan and they can be divided into twelve groups, namely Amis, Atayal, Paiwan, Bunon, Puyuma, Rukai, Tsou, Saisiyat, Yami, Truku, Thao and Kavalan groups. However, aborigines are not only losing their culture, but also facing some major social problems, such as there are only a few in a higher education, their life expectancy is shorter than non-aborigines, they have a higher rate of single parent families and unemployment and a low family income and participation in National Health Insurance. Reasons for these problems were caused during a time of colonisation of part or the whole of Taiwan by the Portuguese, the Dutch, the Japanese and the Chinese and aboriginal positions are now located within disadvantaged socioeconomic structures.
The research aims (a) to demonstrate the core issues in policies, laws and projects of health and social care for aboriginal adults; (b) to explore how formal and informal care works, gaps in urban and rural settings and unmet needs; and (c) to explore Paiwan adults’ attitude and behaviour towards health and social care in urban and rural settings. Qualitative research and an ethnographic approach are mainly employed in this research. Furthermore, this study uses purposive sampling and snowball sampling to select samples and employs relevant documents, focus groups, in-depth interviews and participant observation to collect data. Therefore, the researcher will face several aspects of confidentiality and other ethical issues in this study.
