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A number of recent studies have focused on the existence of an East Asian welfare model and its particular characteristics. This article intends to deepen our understanding of the East Asian welfare state, (1) by throwing light onto the connection between dominant political culture and the key features of welfare state systems in East Asia, and (2) by throwing light on the ideal-typical nature of its welfare regime. The article will examine the salience of cultural traits in the politics of social policy in East Asia in shaping the institutional framework and determining the course of welfare state development in East Asia. Subsequently, it is argued that welfare state systems in East Asia share common key features, which form a “distinctive welfare approach.”
In doing so, the article focuses on both common and distinguishing features of East Asian welfare systems, taking the examples of Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore. In probing into the particularity of the East Asian welfare model, special attention is paid to the work/employment-based nature of the East Asian welfare regime, which then is set in the context of the particular political culture that is prevalent in East Asia. At last, the East Asian welfare regime – seen from the viewpoint of an ideal-typical typology – is set in relation to other, ideal-typical, welfare regimes that have been identified so far.

