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Since the mid-1980s, developing civil society in Korea has influenced the change of welfare policy and the understanding of welfare. Most local-level actions as a part of civil society also followed and the actions seemed to enhance the enforcement of local autonomy since the mid-1990s.

This study particularly focuses on community organisations in which the staff think that they perform a welfare movement on a local level. The range of community organisations as the subjects of this study is from province to ward level. Neighbourhood actions are included as long as the community organisations try to make networks with the neighbourhood.

In terms of interviews with staff and committee members of the organisations, they have rather similar personal experiences and the backgrounds of the organisations’ establishment are also similar and they often feel a kind of solidarity as community organisations doing a welfare movement. In spite of the similarity of the understanding of their identity, there are a number of differences in terms of their ending destination, the contents of projects that they did or are doing, and the outcome of the projects.

One of the different characteristics is that their work has been orientated to whether it is more important to develop leadership of residents (residents’ empowerment) or to monitor welfare policy outcomes managed by local government and even to suggest alternatives. They could also have different target for the energy of their projects, either general populations or specific groups. This study explains more detailed characteristics in terms that what and how each group define the community welfare movement in terms of their own role, how they understand the role of community centres which are partly driven by the local authority, what the strategies of the organisations are in order to achieve their goals and with whom they try to have solidarity or network etc.
This study will not attempt to generalise the characteristics of the community organisations.
Considering the analysis of the characteristics, this study rather tries to articulate some points changed or developed from the characteristics of civil society that contributed to the change of welfare policy.




















































