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Abstract:

In 1999, social assistance in South Korea which had had a Poor Law tradition for about forty years, was finally reformed and a new social assistance law that protects fundamental human rights, was enacted. It is evaluated as an epoch-making law elevating the level of the Korean social welfare one-step. This paper explicates the driving forces of the social assistance reform in post-economic crisis Korea, focusing on the policy-making process of the National Basic Livelihood Security Act. The paper argues that the development of social assistance was primarily driven by NGOs together with political change. Changes in the economic environment, that is, the outbreak of the 1997 economic crisis, also played a supplementary role.
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