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Abstract
South Korea has experienced rapid economic development as well as an improvement in people’s health since the 1960s. During this period, women’s educational opportunities and participation in the labour force have also increased along with social transformations. Life expectancy for both women and men increased between 1960 and 2000; by 26 years for women and 21 years for men. However, despite these improvements, women still suffer gender discrimination and have a lower socio-economic status; work environment and gender roles still restrict women’s lives and well-being in society. This less favourable societal environment to Korean women originates from patriarchal Confucianism culture, which have been prevailing influences upon Korean way of life for centuries. This paper will explore how women’s health in South Korea has changed amidst economic development, social transformation and demographic transition set against its cultural background.

